the present year, (1839), when the following cases of it made their appearance. In the month of March considerable alarm was created by a bitch which was running about through the streets, and bit a considerable number of persons ; but it was ascertained that the animal had been deprived of her puppies ; and her ferocity was ascribed to this as its cause. She was destroyed ; but, in consequence of the excitement produced, the Whether from this system of hunting and baiting them, or that they really were diseased, and had, as usual when affected with rabies, run themselves to death in obscure and unfrequented places, there can be no doubt, that several dogs were found dead within a mile or two of the town, and of these some had previously been seen running wildly about the country. Many rumours went abroad of strange dogs having been observed affected with disease, and of their biting others ; but nothing could be gathered of a definite nature, when these reports were investigated.
In the three cases following, the history of the bite is given as far as could be ascertained. The first case, as the time that he was diseased, and he was not previously considered vicious. A man in the building-yard, which he entered, was patting him, and the boy Alison put down his hand for the same purpose, when the dog bit him in the wrist. The boy's mother stated that he was much alarmed from the bite, and that, since that time, he has been often disturbed in his sleep, rather fretful, and not as usual amongst the rest of the children. She washed the wound with spirits, and applied poultices. On the 21st May, he went into the harbour in a boat, and losing his oar, became very much excited, and screamed until some persons went out to his assistance, and brought him ashore. But, residing close to the harbour, he was much accustomed to boating in it, and his mother stated that this situation would formerly have been in no way alarming to him. On Wednesday the 29th May, she observed that he was unusually dull and inclined to sit by the fire. She thought his stomach was disordered, and gave him of her own accord a calomel powder, and on the following morning a dose of senna infusion. On this day, Thursday the 30th, he was first observed to In the left lobe of the cerebellum at its posterior margin, and partly imbedded in its substance, there was a tumour or rather tubercle of the size of a walnut, of a firm cheesy texture with an uneven surface, and without any cyst or sac.
It adhered to the dura mater, which, when the tumour was removed, was found to be rough and thickened. The cerebellum was healthy. About two ounces of serum in the base of the skull.
Pelvis.?The bladder was large, and contained fourteen ounces of high-coloured fetid urine. Its external coat at the fundus was of a deep red colour, interspersed with some livid spots; internally at the same part it was of a dark-red, and in some spots almost black.
The preparation, which is in the hospital museum, still shows a layer of a substance like lymph, which adhered to the mucous coat over a considerable portion of the bladder. The vulva was of a dark livid colour. A few ounces of serum were contained in the pelvis.
This case was one of considerable interest and difficulty. Fever prevailed to a great extent through the town at the time, in many cases attended with vomiting in its early stages, and with the early occurrence of delirium ; but in nearly all such cases there was the typhoid eruption on the surface.
The belief of its being disease in the brain was entertained up to the period of the temporary recovery of intelligence and improvement of hearing; but on the relapse, with rising of the pulse, heat of skin, and the other symptoms of fever, the treatment was altered, in the view of its being not the epidemic typhoid exanthematous fever, but severe continued fever, attended with much nervous disturbance. The retention of urine in fever requiring the use of the catheter, more especially among females, was by no means unusual in the fever wards; but in this case, it is perfectly clear that that state of the bladder had been allowed to exist too long, and that inflammation of it was the result. Lallemand notices the same appearance of the bladder in similar cases. He says, "It is to the diminution of the sensibility that we must attribute the distension of the bladder, and the inflammation of its mucous membrane, observed so frequently in diseases of the brain and its membranes, when such diseases are attended with stupor, drowsiness, &c.
After death the mucous membrane of the bladder is found injected and covered with patches or bloody points ; the fundus of the bladder is often full of purulent mucus.
The frequency of these inflammations, and the circumstances accompanying them, will not suffer us to consider them purely accidental. It is probable that they are owing to the long continued impression of the urine, which is already partly decomposed." It is not, according to his views, the distension which produces the inflammation, but the irritation of the urine which, in consequence of its long sojourn in the bladder, has become altered in its characters. On the 12th, the brain was again punctured in the corresponding part on the right side, and 22 ounces drawn off without producing any unusual symptom in the child. The scalp was more flaccid than on any former occasion, but evidently contained more fluid than could be drawn off.
On the 19th, the puncture was repeated, and 19 ounces of turbid reddish coloured fluid drawn off without producing any faintness. The head on both occasions was treated as before. On the 29th, the head was only half an inch less than before the first operation.
The treatment was after this confined to mercury. On the 1st of June, the head was as large as at first. On the 2d, the child was
